MINUTES OF MEETING

OF THE 

DEL MONTE BEACH NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION

June 22, 2024
A meeting of the Del Monte Beach Neighborhood Association was held at 12:00 pm at the Tot Lot on Spray Avenue, and approximately 20 people attended.  A lunch of sandwiches, fruit, chips, cookies, and drinks, was provided by Marigrace Gamble and Jerry Swisher. The meeting was called to order by President Joe Fogel at 12:15 pm.  He stated that Roberts Parliamentary Rules should be followed.
Dr. Fogel stated that the yearly cost to join the Del Monte Beach Neighborhood Association is $20 and there are presently 70 to 80 members.  We have on hand approximately $7,000 which will be used for get togethers and parties.  Members should feel free to tell Dr. Fogel what they want and need in the neighborhood.

Jerry Swisher stated that CERT was used for rescue 3 or 4 times last year in our area.  The CERT trained folk assist the police and fire department wherever and whenever needed, and have radio communication with the police and fire department.  In case of an emergency the Block Chairs should go house to house to offer help if needed and then communicate with CERT personnel at the Tot Lot. 
Dr. Fogel talked about how NIP was first established.  I order to get a two-thirds vote to tax the hotels the neighborhoods were promised a small percentage of the tax to be used for neighborhood improvement.  This was repeated once or twice when votes were needed to pass an increase of the tax.  The City of Monterey would now like to put some of those accumulated neighborhood funds into the general fund.  They have added community to the name and it is now called NCIP. 

Dr, Fogel and other association Presidents met with Mayor Tyller last Thursday.  They discussed the removal of some NCIP volunteer representatives who have done the job for years and replacement of them, by the City, with persons who are not familiar with what has been done in the past nor with the neighborhood.  
Jayme Fields said that four (out of six) NCIP projects have been given priority:
(1)  Native plant eco system restoration, costing $35,000;  (2)  Replacement of cable railways along walkways; (3)  Bike rack; and (4) Beach boardwalk lighting.  The new look to the Tot Lot was applauded and Jayme stated that soon more green grass will be installed and the front will be cleaned.  Jayme was asked about the installation of cameras, which had been approved. and she said that Monterey Chief of Police is now installing City-wide cameras.
Dr Fogel said that Measure S only covers repair of sidewalks that are owned by the City; the homeowner owns the sidewalk in front of his/her house unless there is a City-owned tree or the City owns something else under the sidewalk.  The homeowner is responsible to repair sidewalks on their property.  There was discussion about whether a permit should be required, which usually costs more than the sidewalk repair.

As planes kept flying overhead disrupting the meeting, there was discussion regarding the agreement with the airport that planes would try to fly in a manner to eliminate as much noise as possible in residential areas.  It seems that the pilots are no longer flying in the manner previously agreed to.
There was discussion regarding putting a pad down to the beach to make it easier for entry.  It was agreed that our beach slopes so much that the pad used elsewhere is not feasible at Del Monte Beach.

One neighbor said there are still fires at the beach and the sign is not specific enough to tell people that fires are illegal at Del Monte Beach.  New signs are needed.  Also, she stated that the beach needs to be cleaned.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.
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